
Cassandra Carranza
JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER
SCHOOL

I made this drawing of
a plant in a recycled wa-
ter bottle because in the
school year we made one
of these. ... I chose two
water bottles to do this
project. I cut them in half
and put the top part up-
side down as you see in
the picture. ... I don’t re-
member all the things
that I had gotten but I got
a bag of dirt and a bag of
seeds. ... I left it in a win-
dow to let it catch the sun
and grow. A couple days
later Mrs. Jacinto told us
to go and get our plants to

show them to the class. I
was surprised to see what
the other kids had chosen
and how their plants had
gown.

8    LODI NEWS-SENTINEL MAY 2021

HELPING THE ENVIRONMENT

Trash mars a trip to Morada Creek

By Rehaan Ahmad
MORADA MIDDLE SCHOOL

The water at Morada
Creek is very dirty. I went
there on Friday, April 23.

The water has garbage
that can kill animals. The
water has garbage like
plastic and papers. The
water is a greenish-brown
color then clean blue wa-
ter, so that tells me that
people have been throw-
ing trash in the water.

Plastic water bottles in
the water can be danger-
ous. I have found some
water bottles in the water.

Animals can get hit by
the trash or even eat it
and they can choke to
death, so people should
not throw stuff in the wa-
ter. The water needs to be
clean so it is healthy for
the animals.

The things you throw
away can affect the water.
Trash can affect water in
different ways. It can
change color. It can also
get the water stuck be-
hind trash and the pipes
can explode, so that is an-
other reason why you
should not throw trash in
the water.

PHOTOGRAPHS BY REHAAN AHMAD/MORADA MIDDLE SCHOOL

Pollution poses problems
for local waterways

By Giselle Santos
JOE SERNA JR.
CHARTER SCHOOL

Joe Serna’s middle
school students are giv-
ing back to the communi-
ty by participating in a
club named EarthKeep-
ers led by science teacher,
Ms. Jacinto.

The EarthKeepers fo-
cus on keeping our com-
munity clean and safe by
picking up litter that is
left behind on the
ground, on the street, and
in the gutters. Students
feel that it is important to
pick up litter, so that our
neighborhoods are clean,
and our watershed is
safe.

To help students with
the goal of maintaining
the community cleanli-
ness an app named Lit-
terati is being used. With

this app, middle school
students are keeping
track of how many pieces
of litter are being picked
up.

Middle school students
are currently participat-
ing in the LUSD Water-
shed Challenge with high
school science students
and teachers. Students
are working hard to get
Lodi’s streets cleaned up,
so that litter does not go
down the storm drains
and flow into the
Mokelumne River.

Middle school students
would like to encourage
Joe Serna families to
help in our effort of keep-
ing Lodi clean. To partici-
pate, families can down-
load the Litterati app and
join the LUSD Watershed
Challenge! Together we
can a be environmental
heroes!

By Alexander Cahue
JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL

1. Get a recyclable.
2. Cut the recyclable in

half.
3. Then add soil.
4. After that make some

holes in the soil.
5. Add a couple of seeds.
6. When you are done

with that put it in a sunny
window and put a little wa-
ter.

By Laney Phillips
JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL

Well, it may seem silly but this can happen if you
aren’t careful. With all the masks being used, many
are being carelessly thrown into the streets and may
eventually make their way into the river through the
storm drains. If this happens, it can harm creatures
such as this salmon.

Help clean up litter, be
an environmental hero!

LANEY PHILLIPS/JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER

Why would a salmon
be wearing a mask?

APRIL PEREZ/JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL

How to make
a planter from
recyclables

ANABEL QUINTANA/JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL

Step 2:

By Elle Paunon
JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL

Note: You will need 3 pages of printer paper, 1 page
of colored paper (slightly bigger than 8.5 inches by 11
inches), scissors, a hole puncher, and some string or
rubber band.

Step 1
Cut your colored paper in half horizontally. When

you have even half the paper, fold it right in the mid-
dle. It should look like this:

Step 2
Once your colored paper is folded, get your 3 pages

of printer paper, and cut them in half horizontally.
Once you have your pieces of paper cut, fold them in
the middle. They should look like this:

Step 3 (Final step!)
Place your folded printer paper inside the folded col-

ored paper. Then, once you have the printer paper in-
side the colored paper, grab a rubber band and wrap it
around your book. And there you have it! Your very
own field journal! You can use this to observe what
you see outside and take notes!

How to make a field journal

ELLE PAUNON/JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL

Making a recycled planter

CASSANDRA CARRANZA/
JOE SERNA JR. CHARTER SCHOOL
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